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ply svstens. While hundreds ol Rus.
sianus and Crechs were known to be
working  alongside Cuban govern-
ment officials, particularly in the
tend forces, the outright assump-
1 ot government posts by Chinese
i tionaries came as a distinet sur-
crise even in Cuba, It also brought
e s ol conjecture that the Chi-

« Russian ideological conflict had
- extended to Cuba. ‘

Fhe Balance Is Shifting

Crn December 1 Castro told inter-

viewers, b oam g M;nxisl-Lcninisl,"

wel chamed o have been one since
student divs - Perhaps, tinally

realiziog that the organization was

g ahead ol him, he was trving

csuabhshe his Communist creden

o noonder to buttress his position

icader ol a4 Communist countr,
Whatcver his reasons may have been,
Caetios newh declared devotion 1o
Coarriansm did not o please the
Cooanmcaangs His reminks were pot
ceportesh i the Cuban press, and
e dbrences to his o Communist
bt ronnd were defeted from the
cobinhied o Boklemia maga

Poarthornmoe, reecent s hes

Roca atd Anibal Escakie

Sanmered away at the necd
: jrriy lovalty and  democriutic
cerapatistn and have attacked the
oot personality and the “wvioas,
s aaid slogans” of Fidelismo.

Il the current measures of .indoc-
tnion and repression carried on
be ORE @iver any evidence of suc-
cess the wav will be cleared for the
creation probably later this year, of
« e {ormal political  organiza-
ol frankly Communist: pres-
entanion over a TV program called
o0 doanza, Anibal Escalante re-
teried o “the final step”—the estab-
doenn of the Unifed M’:Il'l}’ of the
Revalunion (PUR)Y. He said that al
Uil ORL could  be considered
e prermediate step to the PUR,
Lo e wcwaally one and the same.
i maely g matter of “transd-
o The PUR will then take the
phace b ORY as the Jpolitical base
ol Covinnnist power in Cuba.

Wien this happens. Castro may
Biecie o count the davs he will rule
s b Mimaximum leader” of the
Cute evolution. At this point the
Concanets ol need Castro, but

Seade gy Castro needs th N
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Where the Missile Gap Went

SENATOR STUART SYMINGTON

Tm: FERM “nussile gup,” so Lar as

I know, was «oined by a well-
known newspaperman scueral years
ago. It meant that the Russians
were ahead of us in (l(‘\'clnpmg and
butlding intercontinental  ballistic
uiissites, which they would lave in
significant numbers before we did
I wiad thought that dus situation
would continue for o Jong time in
canse this country Jued Lailed (o jrut
enough effort into developing long-
rauge ballistic missiles. But the mis
sile gap, from the day it became a
matter of public concern, had an
unaccountable  way of narrowing.
closing, .and occasionally vanishing
altogether.

Sometimes thisv was accomplished
simply by official pronouncements.
Sometimes. as in 1959, it was ac-
complished by adding unmanned

bombers to our predicted stockpile

of 1CBMs while making no compen-
'sating addition to the predicted So-
viet stockpile. Needless to say, rhe
missile gap could not be so casily
disposed of. Former Vice-President
Nixon's assurance in 1959 that the
gap was narrowing was followed hy
former cia Directdr Allen Dulles's
testimony in 1960 that the Soviets
were widening their lead.

IN RECENT MONTHS, however, the

missile gap appears to have been
done away with once and for all.
Not only, is there no gap, we are in-
formed by the press, but there nev-
er was one, and those who said there
was were guilty at best of halluci-
agtion and at worst of something
qfk‘c bad Baith. Consigning the mis

stle gup 10 the “limbo of syntheti

issues where it always belonged,” -

a New York Times editorial not long
ago declared, “The same torces anl
the same Gongressional  and Jotn
nalistic Jflt,)l'nhpi(’u'x who manutac-
turad an alleged bomber gap in the
Nineteen Filties sponsored, and -
deed invented, the adleged misile
Riap in the Nineteen Sisties”  \
somewhat nousna! ronriting ol s
tory  win - provided by William
Stringer in the Christian Sciene
Monitor: .. the old missile gap nev-
er existed except in speculation--
and in politics,” he wrote, reinfor ing
this claim with the information that
Presidential  candidate Kennedy,
“with an eye to accuracy, referred
very spavingly to the missile gap.
What he mainly discussed, in his
campaign speech to the American

- Legiou convention at Miami Beach,

October. 18, 1960, and elsewhere,
was what mighe be termed the vul-
nerability gap.” By my count, \l.
Kennedy warned of the missile Ka ]
in no less than nine campuign
speeches just among those which
have been reprinted. To the Amer-
ican Legion convention in Miuni
Beach, he in fact quoted General
Maxwell D, Taylor's statement, “We

are now threatened with a missile’

gap that leaves us in a position of
potentially grave danger.”
Whether or not there wus a mis-
sile gap, it is clear that President
Kennedy believed there was. So for
that matter did former Sceretaries
ol Defcuse McElroy and Gates anil
Governor Nelson Rockeleller. wngng

others Rc'ly'{';ng éng ngrlﬁ;r v
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